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Barthélemi Germon, gives a full account of the
Illinois country and its people; and of the mission
which the Jesuits have long conducted there.

Marest describes the obstacles that he encounters
in the nature of the savages—lawless, arrogant,
fickle, brutal, and ungrateful; their conversion is
‘“ a miracle of the Lord’s mercy.”” They are, how-
ever, ‘“much less barbarous than other Savages;
Christianity and intercourse with the French have
by degrees civilized them.”” Many Frenchmen have
come to Kaskaskia to live, and some of them have
married Indian women. Among these savages, as
elsewhere, the men are engaged in hunting and war;
their wives and daughters perform all other labors.
The women thus occupied and humbled by work are
thereby more disposed to accept the truths of the
Gospel.”’

““Their religion consists only in superstitions,”
especially the ‘‘ manitou” or fetich which each one
worships. The medicine-men are ‘‘ a great obstacle
to the conversion of the Savages,’’ not only through
their influence over their tribesmen, but on account
of their personal hostility to the missionaries, whose
lives are often in danger from this cause. Kaskaskia
is now quite free from these impostors. A tilt
between one of the medicine-men and Father
Mermet is recounted. This Father attempts to
convert the Mascoutens who have settled near
Juchereau'’s post at the mouth of the Ohio; and, in
an epidemic which assails them, he almost loses his
life in caring for the sick.

The savages at Kaskaskia are much changed by the
Christian influences that have long surrounded them,
and manifest gentleness of disposition, and docility



